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To all LOVERS of 


\ 


DECENGNY and ORDER, 
BOTH IN 


CHURCH and STATE, 


< 


THE FOLLOWING 
DiSC G UE. 
Is moſt humbly inſcribed, 


B Y | 
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DISCOURSE, Ee. 


1 Cor. xiv. 40. 


Let every Thing be done decently and in 
Order. 


4 Decency and good Order 


ought to be conſtantly maintained 
in every Society of Men is a Truth not 
to be diſputed by any rational Mind. 


Where theſe are not kept up, Confuſion, 


Indecency, and Diſorder muſt neceſſarily 
enſue. Peace and Unanimity, the beau- 
tiful Offspring of Decency and Order, 
are of too delicate a Nature to take up 


their Habitations either in the Habita- 


tions of Meſech, or in the hoſtile Tents 
of Aedar, They flouriſh alone there 
where every Thing is adjuſted with the 
niceſt Decorum and Regularity. 
| THIs 
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Tris Obſervation holds good either 
in a religious or political Senſe, No 
Body of Men, when aſſembled together, 
can perform a rational Worſhip to the 
great Author of their Beings without 
ſome decently-ſettled Order among them. 
If one ſhould chuſe to pray, a ſecond 
ſhould think it more eligible to preach, 
and a. third ſhould inſiſt upon finging 
Palms, what Confuſion from this Diſ- 
agreement of Sentiments and Action 
muſt of Neceſſity follow? To prevent 
this Diſorder and Indecency the Apoſtle 
enjoined this Precept of my Text. The 
Corinthians, it ſeems, when they came 
together obſerved no Kind of Order ; 
one Man hath a Pfalm, that is, is fond 
of ſinging; another hath a Doctrine, 
that is, will preach ; another hath a 
Tongue, that is, would ſpeak in an 
unknown Language, which could not 
benefit the Audience; another hath a 
| | Reve- 
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Revelation, that is, hath ſomething that 
is revealed to him by the Spirit of God, 
and therefore he chuſes to declare it; 
another hath an Interpretation, and for 
that Reaſon wants to declare the true 
Senſe and Meaning of ſome Portion of 
Scripture. This Propenſity to ſpeak all, 
at one and the ſame Time, muſt have 
produced great Diſorders in their Aſſem- 
blies, and therefore the Audience could 
reap no Benefit from ſuch Indecency 
and Confuſion. In order to correct this 
indecent Deſire of ſhewing their ſeveral 
Gifts St. Paul tells them, that tho' they 
were filled with the Holy Ghoſt, yet 
they were Maſters of their own Actions, 
and could ſpeak, or hold their Peace, 
as they ſaw it convenient ; and there- 
fore commanded that they ſhould not 
interrupt one another, becauſe God is 
not the Author of Confuſion, but of 
Order, Quietneſs, and Peace; and con- 
ſequently, whatever ſpiritual Gifts they 
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1 
exerciſed in their Aſſemblies, they ſhould 
uſe them at all Times with the greateſt 
Propriety, Decency, and Order. 


From this Behaviour of this great 


Apoſtle, I might here deduce the Ne- 
ceſſity of Eſtabliſhments in Religion, 


becauſe after St. Paul had eſtabliſhed 


Chriſtianity among the Corinthians, he 
next, for the Sake of Decency and Or- 
der, eſtabliſhed proper Forms or Modes 
of Behaviour when they were aſſembled 
together : But, as this 1s foreign to my 


preſent Purpoſe, I ſhall beg Leave to 


ſhew, that a ſtrict Obſervance of De- 
cency and good Order is neceſſary in 
every Part of our Journey through Life. 


Ap this we are obliged to, 


FIRST, as Men endowed with Reaſon ; 
ſecondly, as Members of Society; thirdly, 
as Chriſtians ; and laſtly, as Maſons. 


FIRST, 
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Fi RST then, let us conkidan how: fat 
Reaſon preſcribes Decency and Order, 
Man is a compounded Being deriving 


his original both from Earth and Hea- 


ven. From Earth he has his Faculties 
in common with other Animals : Burt, 
from Heaven he derives his divine Guide 
and Lamp of Life of an immaterial and 
therefore of an immortal Nature. This 
divine Particle of Life gives Dignity. to 
Man, makes him look farther than his 
Earth, cauſes him to obſerve his high 
Deſcent, that Angels are his Fellow- 
Creatures, and that the governing Prin- 
ciple within him is the Breath of God. 


With what Propriety, Decency, and Order 
then ought ſuch a Creature to behave, 


whoſe Origin is ſo exceeding noble, and 
whoſe Dependance is upon God? Such 
an one does not pride himſelf, like 


many who can ſoar no higher than 


this N Earth, becauſe he has ſprung 
* from 
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( 1.) 
from Heroes, or deſcended from a long 
Race of Kings; but, he is impreſſed 
with an high Senſe of the Dignity of 
his Soul, which claims a near Alliance 
to the Deity himſelf. In Conſequence of 
this noble Idea of himſelf, he always 
endeavours to think moſt juſtly, ſpeaks 
with Decorum, and acts with Propriety. 
Duties, which regard himſelf, he prac- 
tiſes with a reſolute Niceneſs. To con- 
quer his Paſſions he knows to be the 
nobleſt of all Conqueſts: He endeavours 
therefore to ſuppreſs the Swellings of 
Pride, the Graſping of Ambition, the 
Repinings of Envy, and every other ri- 
ſing Weakneſs of his Soul: But the 
amiable Affections, ſuch as Love and 
Joy, he directs always, through God's 
Grace, to their proper Objects. He 
thinks it a Duty to remain, like a true 
and undaunted Soldier, fixed to his Poſt 
aſſigned him by the wiſe Diſpoſer of the 
Drama ; hence he " FOI thoſe too 

| much 
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much unfaſhionable Duties amongſt 
many of the Rich and Great, Tempe- 
rance and Chaſtity ; from whence ariſes 
ſtrength of Body, and Intrepidity of 
Mind; becauſe, from the Body's Purity, 
the Mind muſt of N * derive a ſe- 
cret ſympathetick Aid. 


BzsIDES, the Pleaſure ariſing from 
this Life of Order and Decorum muſt 
be an additional Argument in Favour of 
Regularity and Decency. An innocent, 
and a regular Life, directed always ac- 
cording to the ſtrict Rules of Reaſon 
and the Doctrines of the Goſpel, . muſt 
give a pleaſure ſuperior, ſuperior far to 
the moſt indulgent Senſe. All other 
Pleaſure, like Quick Silver, eludes our 
quickeſt Graſp ; but the Heart-felt Joy, 
ariſing from a conſcious Rectitude of 
Mind and Manners, remains with us, 
like fome truſty and tried Friend, a 
moſt uſeful and laſting Cordial upon 
B 2 every 
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every che moſt different stage · of this 


moſt tranſient and dying Life. 


BEsipzs, this Pleaſure, arifing in the 
Mind from conſcious Virtue, ends not 
with this preſent Scene of Life. It partly 
gives a Foretaſte of that ſpiritual Joy, 
which Angels and bleſſed Spirits muſt 


enjoy i in the fulleſt Extent in Heaven : 


It is a Spur to imitate thoſe divine and 
illuſtrious Perfections of the Deity, Wiſ- 
dom, Goodneſs, Juſtice, and Mercy ; and 
by thus aiming at the perfecting our 
Natures, we ſhall prepare ourſelves for 
the Enjoyment of Pleaſures in an eter- 


nal State, which will never ſatiate, and 
which will never end. 


By thus conſidering ourſelves as made 
for higher and more noble Attainments 
in a future ſtate of happy Exiſtence, by 
thinking ourſelves under the continual 
Care of an all-wiſe and watchful Pro- 
vidence, 


4:16 » | 
vidence, and by knowing that as well 
every Tranſgreſſion we are guilty of, as 
every Virtue we practiſe, are noted down 
in the Regiſter of Heaven; how careful, 
how circumſpe& ought this to make us 
in every Scene of Life! how watchful 
over our Thoughts and Expreſſions, and 
how regular, orderly, and exemplary 
will all our Goings be! This Reaſon na- 
turally preſcribes to Man, as due to him- 
ſelf as an Individual : But when we con- 
ſider Men in a State of Society, we ſhall | 
find higher Obligations to a more ſtrict 
Obſervance of Order and Decorum. 


To Man placed in a State of Society 
many Duties ariſe, His Love muſt not 
be confined to ſelf; but Self-Love is to 
be the Meaſure of his Conduct in ſocial 
Life. He muſt not therefore let all his 
Regards. center in his little ſelf, but like 
the benevolent Author of his Nature, he 
will extend both his Benevolence and 
| Beneficence, as Opportunity ſhall offer, 

| to 
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to all his Fellow-Men. His particular 
Attachment indeed muſt be to that So- 


ciety and Community of which he is a 
Member: He will promote its Peace, its 
Happineſs, its Commerce, and its Glory 


with all his Might. Whatever Station 


he is in, whether King or Subject, he 


will make all his Powers ſubſervient to 
the publick Good. He will not connive 


at the ſelfiſh ſiniſter Views of others, 


but will endeavour to bring them to 
behave with Order and Decorum. Well 
executed Laws he looks upon as the beſt 


Support of a State. Men by their due 


Execution preſerve their Lives and Pro- 


perties free from injurious Treatment ; 
none break looſe upon their Fellow- 


Member 8 with Impunity; each Indi vi 1 


dual is equally concerned to bring every 
Offender to Juſtice : Hence ariſes nati- 
onal Order, and conſequently, what this 
Nation has long wanted, national Har- 
mony. " 7 | 
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WII would it be wich every Se- 
ciety and Community of Men, if each 
Member would ſtudy to be quiet, mind- 
ing their own Buſineſs, and endeavour 
by a decent and orderly Deportment to 
keep up that regular Subordination in 
Government without which no Govern- 


ment-whatever- can ſubſiſt happily. "Tis 
1 eaſy to find Fault with any Machine 
| whoſe Movements are wrong, but to 
9 rectify it and ſet it right muſt be the 2 


Province of the Artiſt: Juſt ſo it is with 
Governments, Faults or Errors may ea- 
ſily be perceived, but they ought not to 
be rectified either by a ſhameleſs Pen, 
or by the more dangerous Violence of 
a Mob. There is a decent Regard to 
+ be had to all Perſons inveſted with legal 
Authority, otherwiſe it is impoſſible for 
the Wheels of Government to move right. 
All ſuch- Superiors therefore ſhould be 
treated with Decency and Reverence, ſup- 
png | pofing 
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poſing their Meaſures at Times 45514 
be manifeſtly wrong. To treat them 
with Indecency and Diſreſpect is to leſ- 
ſen their Power of doing Good, is to 
make them contemptible in the Eyes of 
the People; and this is too frequently 
done by Men, whoſe only View it is, 
to raiſe themſelves to Wealth and Power 
by the Depreſſion of others. If Errors 
ariſe in Government, as what Society of 
Men can always ſubſiſt without Error, 
they cannot be corrected by Riot and 
Diſorder, becauſe no Order can poſſibly 
ariſe from Confuſion. We ſhould deal 
with a ſickly Government, as we would 
with a diſeaſed Body, where Corroſives 
are never applied when Lenitives will ea- 
ſily perform a Cure. It is therefore the 

Duty of every Member of Society to 
preſerve a proper Decorum through the 
whole Tenor of his Conduct; becauſe 
ſmall Societies, and Communities of Men, 
like Stones well cemented together form 


a ſtrong 


Eo oo. 

a ſtrong and laſting Wall, "i Concord 
grow ſtrong, and by public Spirit and 
Love of Order grow mighty upon Earth. 
The Bundle of Sticks in the Fable were 
not eafily broke, till divided and ſepa- 
rated from each other; and the brave 
Roman durſt not attack, the two wound- 
ed Brothers, till he had, by a pretended 
Flight, brought them aſunder. Thus 
Order produces Union, Union Peace, and 
Peace Strength and Firmneſs. Hence 
may all our jarring Intereſts, like ſome 


jarring Notes, which when well play d ſ ; 
produce an agreeable Harmony, unite 
in the Love of Decency, and in a Love 
of Order, becauſe theſe will produce rea! = 
WoL e Pen 4 
Ava as . Good, of Society obliges : 1 , 
us to an Obſervance of Decency and *Þ 
Order, ſo likewiſe Chriſtianity injoins _ "Il 
us more particularly a decent and or- . 2 : 1 
. Deportment. | 1 "= 
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THAT which ſtrikes at the very Root 


and firſt Principle of all Indecency and 


Diſorder muſt be of the utmoſt Con- 


ſequence and Importance to Mankind. 
Chriſtianity does this: Its Commands ex- 


tend to the Hearts of Men from whence 
good and evil Thoughts ariſe: It en- 


courages what is good, and checks every 
riſing Weakneſs in the very Bud: Chriſ- 
tianity is to the Mind, what a laborious 
and induſtrious Huſband-man is to his 
Ground; as the one does not allow any 


Propenſity to Vice and Folly to ſpring 


up, ſo the other is watchful leſt any noxi- 
ous Weeds ſhould ſprout up and injure 
his riſing Crop. Watchfulneſs, Prayer, 


and the Grace of God are propoſed by 


the Goſpel, as Guards of the Heart, and 
when theſe attend conſtantly, as Centi- 


nels, no evil Thought dares ſpring forth ; 


into Action. Ambition, that frequently 
makes Havock of Kingdoms, hides its 
bloody 


8 ) 


bloody Aſpect. Covetouſneſs, that too 
often grinds the Face of the Poor and 


Needy, ſneaks off all abaſh d. Luſt, that 
without the leaſt Compunction ſends an 


aged Parent with Sorrow to the Grave, 


draws back his bloated Face with Con- 


fuſion. Thus check'd is every black 
Paſſion at its firſt Riſe, when Watchful- 


neſs, Prayer, and the Grace of God re- 


agulate every the leaſt Motion of the hu- 


man Heart. 


BuT Chriſtianity goes till | farther, 
The Senſes preſent all ſurrounding Ob- 
Jets to the Imagination. To prevent 
any Evil enſuing from thence, the Goſ- 


pel commands us to beware how we 


look upon Beauty; how we hear the mu- 
fical Modulations of a charming Voice; 
how we gratify our Palates either by 


the luſcious Taſte of n. or the va- 


ried Profuſion of Meats. When the 


Senſes are thus guarded, no diſorderly 
C2 Motion 
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Motion can ariſe in the Heart. No- 


thing but the amiable Paſſions can have 


Place there: Whatever gives Glory to 
God, and brings Peace and Good to 
Society, muſt riſe from thence. Thoſe 
Fruits of the Spirit of God, Love, Joy, 


Peace, Long-ſuffering, Gentleneſs, Meek- 


neſs, Patience, and the like, all center 


there; and what a World of Diſorder 
and Confuſion would be avoided, if every 


Member of this Nation would ſeriouſly 
endeavour to guard their Hearts and 
Senſes? We ſhould have no Strife nor 
Contention then, but who ſhould ſerve 


his King and Country beſt, or be Eyes 


to the Blind, Feet to the Lame, and to 
the utmoſt of his Power, relieve Diſtreſs 
1n whatever Shape 1t appears, 


BESIDES, Chriſtianity obliges to the 
Obſervance of Order and Decency, by 
comparing Society to an human Body, 
where every Member is obliged to con- 


tribute 
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Ns to the Good of the Whole. No 
Member of Society, no more than any 
Member of the natural Body, can ſay 
with Propriety to another, I have no 
Need of thee. Each contributes accord- 
ing to their different Powers, and by a 
beautiful Subordination, £0 procure Falſe, 
Safety, Health, and Vigour to the Whole. 
Thus a well plann'd Building, whether 
ſupported by the varied Orders of Co- 
lumns, Arches, and Entablatures, or by 
mere Stone and Cement neatly poliſhed 
and joined together, forms but one 
Body, tho' compoſed of various Mate- 
rials, Wood, Stone, Cement, and Iron. a 
Each of theſe in their ſeveral Stations 
produce Strength, Beauty, and Firmneſs 
to the Whole. Thus a Kingdom, like 
a large Building, 1s compoſed of various 
Orders, and each Order, when well ce- 
mented and united together by Benevo- 
lence and mutual good Offices, and diſ- 
intereſted Love of the Publick, produce 
| an 


( 


an orderly and therefore happy political 


Body. 


_ CHRISTIANITY ſtill farther obliges 
us to obſerve Order and Decency, by 
forbidding us to give Offence to any 
Man either by Word or Action. If we 
are injured, we are commanded to ſhew 
our Chriſtian Principles by a ready For- 


giveneſs: We are forbid to return Evil 


for Evil, or Railing for Railing, but con- 
trarywiſe Bleſſing. The Sun muſt not 
go down upon our Wrath, leſt it ſhould 
ſettle into Malice and a Deſire of Re- 
venge. We are ordered to render a 
chearful Obedience to all legal Autho- 
rity. To render unto Cæſar the Things 


| that are Ceſar's, and to God the Things 


that are God's: Tribute we are to give 
where Tribute is due, Cuſtom to whom 
Cuſtom, and Honour to whom Honour, 
In all our Words and Expreſſions, whe- 
ther in Diſcourſe or in writing, we ſhould 
; always 
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always make Uſe of Decency and good 
Manners, either in Defence of civil or 
religious Truths. Scurrility and Abuſe 
ſhew not only an ill-principled Mind, 
but a manifeſt Deſign, by ſuch a Diſ- 
play of Rancour and Malice, to throw 
Things, whether religious or' civil, into 
Confuſion and Diſorder. Even Truth 
itſelf ſuffers when defended by an in- 
diſcreet Zeal. Truth, like Light, diſplays 
herſelf the more, when freed both from 
the Miſts of Prejudice, and the dark 
Clouds of Paſſion. Gentleneſs, Meek 
neſs, Affability, and brotherly Kindneſs 
ſhould wait upon her Steps, and then 
with every well diſpoſed Mind ſhe will 
meet with a gracious. Reception. Thus 
every Mind well / principled in the Chriſ- 
tian Doctrines will guide its Thoughts, 
Words, and Actions at all Times with 
Diſcretion : Keeping firm to this too 
much neglected Truth, that theſe Goſpel 
Doe when ſtrictly adhered to in 

prac- 
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practical Life, neceſſarily produce, what 
no Community can be happy without, 
Decency and Order. Happy are the Peo- 
ple who are in ſuch a Caſe, yea bleſſed 
are the People who conſtantly praQtiſe 
theſe peaceable theſe cementing Doctrines 
of the Chriſtian. Scheme. 


"I Chriſtianity ill farther obliges 
us to a Life of Decency and Order, from 
the Expectation of that State of Purity, 
Peace, and Perfection propoſed to us 
through the Attonement and Satisfaction 
mac for Sin by the Death of our bleſ- 
ſed Reheemer. This State is only pre- 
paratory to a better. Our Immortality 
commences with our Exiſtence; and tho 
the Soul for a Time leaves her Taber- 
nacle of Clay, yet through Faith in a 
Redeemer and Obedience to his Laws, 
ſhe will re-aſſume at the Reſurrection, 
her Body made more pure and more ca- 
pable of enjoying celeſtial Habitations. 

| | | | The 
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The more purified and the more innd- 
cent then that we keep our Souls and 
Bodies, the more fit we ſhall be for the 
Enjoyment of the peaceable Manſions of 
the Juſt, We muſt exerciſe our Bene- 
volence and Beneficence, while we are 
converſant with our Fellow-Men, other- 
wiſe we cannot have any harmonious 
Intercourſe with the Saints in Light. 
But, if we always endeavour to order 
our Ways aright, and move ſteadily and 
conſtantly, to the Cloſe of Life, in the 
Practice of every Chriſtian Grace and 
Virtue, we ſhall not only gain Heaven, 
but likewiſe ſhall ſee, what muſt be 
the moſt ſplendid, and at the ſame Time 
the moſt awful of all. Sights, the Lord 
God IE: as he is. 


ai D as Chriſtianity thus variouſly 
obliges us to maintain Decency and 
Order, ſo likewiſe we ſhall find, upon 


Examination, that Maſonry ebligus us 


to the Obſervance of the ſame. 
D THAT 
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Tua the Inſtruments uſed by Ma- 
ſons are pictureſque of our Duty, I have 
obſerved to you in a former Diſcourſe, 


Permit me now to give you ſome Hints 
ariſing from the Structure of a regular 


well built Hofiſe. There can be no 
Harmony or Concent of Parts in any 
Building without its Foundation be 
good. When a Superſtructure reſts up- 
on a tottering Foundation, it is liable 
to be hurried away either by the Vio- 
lence of a Flood, or the Fury of a Storm: 


But, when ſecured by the Foundation of 


a Rock, it ſtands firm, compact, and 


unmoleſted. From hence we may learn, 


that all Morality muſt be founded upon 


true Religion. The Will of God muſt 


be the genuine Foundation of all good 


Morals. All other Foundations, ſuch as 
the Beauty of Virtue, moral Senſe, the 


Reaſon, Relation, and Fitneſs of Things, 


can produce no real Order and Regu- 


farity amongſt the Generality of Men. 
p Such 
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Such Beauty and ſuch Fitneſs of 


Things cannot bind the philoſophick 
Mind, much leſs can they keep the un- 
thinking Herd in Decency and Order. 


What binds the Conſciences of Men 
muſt keep up good Order amongſt Men. 


The Chriſtian Religion does this. The 
Rewards propoſed to thoſe who con- 
ſtantly order their Converſation right, 
are a conſtant Spur to them to behave 
well: The Puniſhments propoſed to all 


Evil-Doers, as certainly, when attended 


to, deter Men from the Commiſſion of 


Evil, Let then this Revelation of God 


be the Foundation of all our moral Ob- 


ligations, and our Virtues and Graces 


will of Conſequence be acceptable to 
God, and beneficial to Man. 


AND as no Houſe can be compleat 
without a Door or Paſlage into every 


Part of it, ſo likewiſe our heavenly 


Houſe, not made with Hands, eternal 


in the Heavens, muſt have a Door by 


. which 


( 28 ) 
which we muſt all enter in. Chriſt 
himſelf is the Door, the Way, and the 
Life, and it is through Faith' in his 
Merits that we have a free Paſſage into 
the heavenly Jeru/alem. Tis the Re- 
demption and Satisfaction made by him, 
that opens untg every faithful and obe- 
dient Chriſtian, the everlaſting Doors 


of Heaven. To this Paſſage then let us 


have a conſtant and attentive Eye, and 
Decency and Order will always attend 
our Steps. 5 | 


An». as every well built Hauſe has 


Proper Doors, ſo likewiſe it will have 
proper Windows to admit the ſplendid 


Rays of the Sun. Hence we may be 
informed how dark and obſcure our 
Apprehenfions of a future State muſt 
have been, before the Sun of Righteouſ- 


neſs aroſe upon our benighted Minds, 


with Healing in his Wings. Uncer- 


tainty, Doubt, and Conjecture harraſſed 
the Minds of Men. But upon the il- 


luſtrious 
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luſtrious Appearance of the Day-Spring 
from. on high, theſe wavering Clouds 
of Ignorance. diſappeared, and the pro- 
miſed Land is fully manifeſted to our 
View. Revelation is to the Mind, what 
Light is to an Houſe: It diſcovers Ob- 
jects, and aſcertains their Certainty, 
' which could not be clearly and diſtinctly 
viewed by the faint Light of human 
| Reaſon. It preſents a future State to 
our View, attended, if we behave well, 
with Glory, Honour, and Immortality: 
But if we are not careful to maintain 
an active Faith and good Works, a- 
| mazing will our Miſery be, and eternal 
in Duration! If theſe Truths ſhall be 
allowed to ſink deep into our Hearts, 
we ſhall be always cautious, leſt we 
fall out by the Way, in our Jaurney 
8 our celeſtial * 


* 


Ann D as the Admifion of Light into 
an Houſe, points out the Neceſſity of 
a divine e to o diſpel the Dark- 

neſs 
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neſs with which the human Mind was 
involved, ſo likewiſe the external and 
internal Poliſh of a fine Houſe direct us 
to adorn both our Minds and Perſons 
with every religious and rational Accom- 
pliſhment. Divine and human Learn- 
ing enlarge our Minds, extend our Pro- 
ſpecs, diſcover our Relations and Con- 
nexions with Heaven and Earth, and 
point out our Duty to God and Man. 
And whilſt we adorn our Minds with 
their proper Furniture, we ſhould nat 
forget to keep the Body in its proper 
Dreſs, becauſe the Mind and Body, like 
Light and Shade, mutually ſet off each 
other, when properly habited in their 
reſpective Ornaments. 


AND as the Poliſh and Furniture of 
an Houſe give us uſeful Hints to poliſh 
the whole Man, 1ſo likewiſe the different 
Degrees of Goodneſs of Apartments in 
an Houſe ſhadow out to us the different 
Degrees of Rewards, which ſhall be al- 

=} | lotted 


632 

lotted to us, 2 to our r excelling 
in Faith and good Works. And ſince 
we ſhall all, at the great Day of Retri- 
bution, be W according to our 
Degrees of Excellence, let us not be con- 
tent to drive up the Rear in Heaven, 
but be ambitious of obtaining, by a 
faithful Diſcharge of our Duty, a Place 
of Eminence amongſt Thrones, Domi- 
nions, Powers. | 


AND, from the Cotitignation and. Us 
nion of the Superſtructure, which, when 
joined with other ſupporting Parts, forms. 
a ſolid and compleat Building, let us en- 
deavour to maintain, without Strife, Envy, 
Wrath, Clamour, or Scurrility, both our 
religious and civil Liberty. Society, like 
an Houſe divided againſt itfelf, till mu- 
tual Love and Confidence is reſtored, 
cannot ſtand. Mutual Wants ſuppoſe 
mutual Aſſiſtance, and Charity, if we 
exerciſe it in all its Branches, will bind 
us faſt together in brotherly Love and 
£ bro- 


maintaining, what has been long want- 


ciety that Attrad n 
heavenly. Bodies, ke wich this e 
tical Difference, that the heavenly 
perform their regular Rounds in ſolemn 
Silence. Thus «may. we all, by ſetting. 
aſide all Selfiſhneſs, the Parent of all 
order, unite in mutual Love and Kind- 
neſs, and endeavour to be good Su 
porters only of that which we are ſure 
is right, and then we cannot fail of 
being agreeable to one another, and of 


7 


the Peace of our Jeruſalem. 


